206                            A BUDGET OF PARADOXES.
His business as a barrister fell off, of course. Some time after, Mr. Pitt (Chatham) wanted a lawyer to send to Canada on a private mission, and wanted a very honest man. Some one mentioned Maseres, and told the above story: Pitt saw that he had got the man he wanted. The mission was satisfactorily performed, and Maseres remained as Attorney-General.
The Doctrine of Life Annuities* (4to, 726 pages, 1783) is a strange paradox. Its size, the heavy dissertations on the national debt, and the depth of algebra supposed known, put it out of the question as an elementary work, and it is unfitted for the higher student by its elaborate attempt at elementary character, shown in its rejection of forms derived from chances in favor of the average, and its exhibition of the separate values of the years of an annuity, as arithmetical illustrations. It is a climax of unsaleability, unreadability, and inutility. For intrinsic nullity of interest, and dilution of little matter with much ink, I can compare this book to nothing but that of Claude de St. Martin, elsewhere mentioned, or the lectures On the Natiire and Properties of Logarithms, by James Little,10 Dublin, 1830, 8vo. (254 heavy pages of many words and few symbols), a wonderful weight of weariness.
The stock of this work on annuities, very little diminished, was given by the author to William Frend, who paid warehouse room for it until about 1835, when he consulted me as to its disposal. As no publisher could be found who would take it as a gift, for any purpose of sale, it was consigned, all but a few copies, to a buyer of waste paper.
Baron Maseres's republications are well known: the Scriptores Logarithmici11 is a set of valuable reprints, mixed
8 The principles of the doctrine of life-annuities; explained in a familiar manner .... with a variety of nezv tables ...., London, 1783-
101 suppose the one who wrote Conjectures on the physical causes of Earthquakes and Volcanoes, Dublin, 1820.
11 Scriptores Logarithmici;  or, a Collection of several curious